CITY OF HOOKS
March 16, 2020 Regular Business Meeting Minutes
Mayor Cochran		Present			Councilperson Graves		Present
		Councilperson Little	Present			 Councilperson Reiter		Present
Councilperson Phillips	Present  		Councilperson Murchison	Absent 

1. The Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Cochran at 6:00 PM

2. The Invocation was led by Councilperson Graves and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilperson Reiter.  

3. Consent Agenda Items - Motion was made by Councilperson Reiter and seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2020 Regular Business Minutes, departmental reports, and financial reports and February 2020 invoices. Motion was carried by a unanimous vote.  

4. Open Forum/Public Comments-N/A. 

5. Ordinance No. 20-03-16 (Discharge Firearm Ordinance)- Police Chief Ricky Woodard explained the tentative ordinance. Councilperson Reiter questioned to see what other Cities in our area are doing. Chief Woodard responded and informed the Council of the research he completed with Dangerfield, New Boston, and Texarkana having gun ordinances. He made it known that some had more detail, some had little detail, however, the one he created, was a mix between but mostly replicates the City of Texarkana’s Ordinance. Motion was made by Councilperson Philips and seconded by Councilperson Little to approve the Ordinance No. 20-03-16 to make it unlawful to discharge a firearm within the corporate limits of the City of Hooks.  Motion was carried by a unanimous vote. 

6. Ordinance No. 20-03-16B (Wastewater Discount Rate) – Councilperson Little asked if there were guidelines they had to follow. City Secretary Andria Whitehurst said yes, they would have to bring in before and after readings to receive the discount in wastewater. Motion was made by Councilperson Reiter and seconded by Councilperson Phillips to provide the citizens who fill swimming pools a discount rate for wastewater. Motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

7. Riverbend update- Kyle Dooley updated the Council on the projects of Riverbend. The projects he mentioned were, water rights, funding the new water treatment plant, and the status of the contracts between the member entities. No motion was needed. 

8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Hooks EDC- Economic Development Board Member Brad Moore spoke to the Council in regard to the update needed for the 105 Main Street location. He mentioned a gourmet popcorn shop was wanting to go in that location. Approximate costs for that project would be $20,000. Brad also mentioned that AR_TX_REDI came to the EDC and three other entities to ask for help in purchases land to assist in bringing business in our area. Brad explained it would help with the school district because it is in the district. He also stated the project would take a few years but in the long run would bring in more jobs, build Hooks more in other places, and new housing and or residents to our area. Councilperson Reiter also stated his opinion of this being a big opportunity for the Hooks area. With no further discussion or questions, the motion was made by Councilperson Phillips and seconded by Councilperson Little to approve the proposed projects for the Economic Development Corporation. Motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

9. Neighbors from Browning area- Tabled until next meeting. 

10. Election Judge- In choosing the election judge listed (Jim Manson or Nelda Colley) whichever wasn’t chosen as Judge the other would be the alternate. Councilperson Reiter suggested Jim Manson being the Election Judge since he had been in the past and Nelda Colley as the Alternate Election Judge. Motion was Councilperson Reiter and seconded by Councilperson Graves to appoint Jim Manson as the Election Judge and Nelda Colley as the Alternate Election Judge. Motion was carried by unanimous vote. 

11. With no further discussion, Mayor Cochran considers adjournment. Motion was made by Councilperson Phillips and seconded by Councilperson Reiter to adjourn. Motion was carried by unanimous vote. Meeting adjourned at 6:39PM

_________________________________
Mayor, Jimmy Cochran

_________________________________
 City Secretary, Andria Whitehurst
